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121040Z 015856/21 

R 121043Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5456 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

SECRET TUNIS 0252 

EXDIS 

DEPT PLS PASS DOD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR TS LY AG 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED QADHAFI DECISION TO "UNITE" LIBYA AND 
TUNISIA 

1 . ADMIRAL BAGLEY, CINCUSNAVEUR, WAS RECEIVED BY 
TUNISIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE FARHAT ON JANUARY 11, 

SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN TUNISIA ON OFFICIAL 
VISIT. ATMOSPHERE WAS CORDIAL AND MEETING SERVED 
USEFUL PURPOSES. 

2. IT WAS OBVIOUS THROUGHOUT MEETING THAT LIBYA STILL 
UPPERMOST IN MINDS OF TUNISIAN DEFENSE OFFICIALS 
(DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER BENNOUR, SECRETARY GENERAL 
ALOUINI AND NAVY CHIEF OF STAFF JEDIDI ALSO PRESENT). 

FARHAT STATED DURING MEETING THAT NEW SOURCE OF CONCERN 
WAS INTELLIGENCE REPORT RECEIVED BY GOT CONCERNING 
SECRET MEETING HELD BY QADHAFI ON APPROXIMATELY 
JANUARY 1 IN WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY OUTLINED HIS PLANS 
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FOR "UNITING" WITH TUNISIA. QADHAFI SUPPOSEDLY TOLD 
MEETING THAT WHILE IN MOSCOW HE HAD OBTAINED ASSURANCES 
THAT IF HE DECIDED TO "TAKE OVER” TUNISIA, MOSCOW WOULD 
MAINTAIN HANDS OFF POLICY (I.E. WOUL NOT OBJECT TO 
LIBYAN USE OF SOVIET ARMS FOR THIS PURPOSE). QADHAFI 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HAD MADE DEFINITE DECISION TO 
UNIFY LIBYA AND TUNISIA BY ANY MEANS, INCLUDING FORCE, 
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AND THAT HE BELIEVED HE COULD COUNT ON ALGERIAN SUPPORT 
OR NEUTRALITY IN THE EVENT HE ATTAKED TUNISIA. 

3. FARHAT SAID HE TOOK REPORTED QADHAFI REMARKS SERIOUSLY. 
HE BELIEVED THAT QADHAFI HAD DECIDED THAT EGYPT WAS 
MORE THAN HE COULD CHEW AND THAT HE WOULD NOW TURN 

HIS ATTENTION TO TUNISIA. FARHAT SAID HE BELIEVED 
QADHAFI COUNTING ON EGYPTIAN, IRAQI AND PALESTINIAN 
MERCENARIES, WHOM HE NOW RECRUITING. TO MAKE UP FOR 
LACK OF TRAINED LIBYANS. FARHAT ADDED THAT IN EVENT 
OF HOSTILITIES HE EXPECTED EGYPT AND ALGERIA WOULD 
BOTH REMAIN NEUTRAL. 

4. QUESTIONED FURTHER AT DINNER THAT EVENING ABOUT 
SERIOUSNESS OF REPORTED QADHAFI THREAT, BENNOUR SAID 
IT "VERY DISTURB ING"FRESH INTELLIGENE ACQUIRED ONLY 
'THREE OR FOUR DAYS AGO". 

KING 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED DOD. 
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